BRENHOLT 


The family of Mr. Brenholt moved from their Lancaster Pennsylvania home to 
St. Louis about the year 1838. - business architects - firm of Bradley and 
Brenholt. They built the First State Bank in Illinois at Springfield. 

They had to take a boat across the river and change horses several times to 


make the trip to Springfield. The Family moved to Illinois about 1846. 
Their son John J. Brenholt was graduated from Illinois College and Albany 
N. Y¥. Law school. He married Elizabeth, daughter of Judge Phineas Eldredge 


of Jersey County and had three children. Gertrude who died at 18 years, 
Edith Lea (Mrs. Fred R. Jones) the only survivor lives in Alton and John J. 
Brenholt Jr. 


While in New York, Mr. Brenholt, Sr. met Roscoe Conkling who said to him, 
"Young man stay out of politics it will break your heart.'' As Alumni of 
Albany Law School, Mr. Brenholt remained a personal friend of President 
McKinley and visited him in his Ohio home. 


Mr. Brenholt, Sr. was elected Mayor of Alton in 1894, he won the famous 
school case in the Supreme Court, giving Negro children the right to attend 
public schools. He dedicated a new bridge at Alton one of the few bridges 
across the Mjssissippi at that time - 1894 - he said, 'l name this Bridge 
the ‘Alton Bridge' and dedicate it to the cause of Commerce, may the Giver 
of all good, guide, protect, and watch over it and all of us - now and 
forever.'' 


in 1898 he was elected to the State Senate. Chosen by acclimation President 
Pro Tem of that body, and in 1902 as Acting Governor of illinois he presided 
at the entombment of President Lincoln - in the beautiful Lincoln monument 
in Springfield. He was one of the last persons to look upon the face of our 
Martyred President - a framed letter from Robert Lincoln, to Mr. Brenholt, 
thanking him for the way the Service was performed to his satisfaction and 
peace of mind, was given to the Hjstorical Society of Springfield. 


John J. Brenholt, Jr. was born in Alton - attended public school - and 
Washington University - he received a war Medal for valued service for 
the Liberty Victory Loan during the Ist World War. He was elected Exalted 
Ruler of the Elks Lodge - Director and President of Automobile Club - 
elected to the Constitutional Convention in Springfield for two years, he 
was appointed to the Industrial Commission of Illinois by Governor Small, 
and in Chicago for seven years. He was appointed receiver for National 
Banks by President Harding and lived in Oregon - he returned to Alton - 
was elected Mayor in 1932 = the years of the depression and Prohibition - 
he was elected as a delegate to the Republican National Convention which 
nominated President Herbert Hoover - in Chicago - he died in 1938. 
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